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A Message from the New Editor-in-Chief

I

T is with a sense of responsibility and duty that I begin my
tenure as Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON
SIGNAL PROCESSING, following on the footsteps of Arye Nehorai and José M. F. Moura, who have been serving the Society
with distinction. My challenge is to maintain the momentum initiated under their leadership and to continue moving with the
Transactions to new heights. I have set three objectives for my
term:
i) to showcase the breadth of signal processing;
ii) to improve even further the status of the TRANSACTIONS
as the leading reference in the field;
iii) to smooth the review process.
The first objective is imperative if we are to demonstrate the penetration of signal processing techniques to a wide range of areas,
some of which may not be encompassed by our traditional view
of the subject (e.g., sensor networks, wireless networks, biosystems, wearable computing, manufacturing, human-machine interfaces, optical processing, etc.). The TRANSACTIONS needs to
show the long reach of signal processing opportunities. By expanding the specialties covered by our editorial board, I hope to
expand the Transactions to include new and emerging technologies with a rich signal processing component. This can be accomplished through regular submissions and special issues. The
second objective——the continuing pursuit of quality——will
require the steady application of the efforts of all editorial board
members to achieve. Only articles of exceptional merit will be
published. The reputation of the TRANSACTIONS must be cemented as being of the highest quality and repute.
Two steps to assist in this goal are already in place. The
restoration of “correspondences” to the TRANSACTIONS permits
the publication of an idea that, although complete, is not a
complete revelation; this permits more rapid publication of
new science for comment. Correspondences will be treated
separately from journal articles and will succeed on their merits
in their own category. Journal articles that are not successful
in the review process will not be reduced to correspondence
length. Therefore, it is important to understand that “correspondences” are not journal articles that have failed to pass
muster. In addition, authors of articles that have been rejected
will be discouraged from resubmitting revised versions to the
TRANSACTIONS unless substantial changes and significant new
material are incorporated into the resubmission.
The third objective pertains to manuscript submission and
handling. One of the most notable achievements by the IEEE
Signal Processing Society in the last few years has been the
transition to an electronic submission system. The one we
use is Manuscript Central (affectionately called “MC”). This
system allows authors, reviewers, and associate editors to handle,
electronically, all steps from submission to final decision. MC
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has also helped to streamline some of the previously tedious
functions such as the mailing of manuscripts and reviews, via
post, back and forth. The system functions reasonably well,
and although it is not our system (that is, we did not design
it, nor do we own it), there is the possibility for improvement.
I plan, for example, to improve the MC reviewer database.
To that end, authors who publish in the TRANSACTIONS will
be expected to review the articles of others and to register
as reviewers.
In the near future, I will also be working to improve the website for the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON SIGNAL PROCESSING so
that readers and authors will be able to access useful information, provide feedback, praise hard-working volunteer efforts,
and even nominate articles for awards. Stay tuned!
Thus, I am counting on your support as we work together to
increase the already high scientific and publication values of the
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON SIGNAL PROCESSING. It’s a wonderful
challenge and definitely worthwhile.
ALI H. SAYED, Editor-in-Chief
University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA 90005 USA
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